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5. Ritualistic Songs
Religious and social rituals occupy a very meaningful part of folk life and, as such, several
songs reflect the intensity of joy and devotion the occasion demands. Some of the songs
are even accompanied by dance and reveal the inseparability of folk life and folk arts. Men
and women of all ages participate in them unhesitatingly. Religious festivals by far demand
community participation. Srirama Navami, Janmastami and Naga Panchami are some of the
major festivals in which people participate and sing devotional songs. But more important are
the social rituals, often limited to the family and the inner circle of kith and kin, who celebrate
the rituals with gay abandon, hilarity and joy. The birth of a baby, the naming ceremony, the
girl attaining puberty and wedding are all celebrated with songs of joy. Seasonal rituals of the
community such as Eruvaka (first ploughing of the year), and Sankranti are also celebrated
through song and dance.
There are rituals in which maidens participate to invoke Mother Goddess. For example,
Boddemma, a local variant of Goddess Gauri, is worshipped by all unmarried girls of Telangana
with great devotion. The festival, which begins 19 days before Vijaya Dasami, lasts for 9 days.
The image is prepared, with mud drawn from anthills, in the shape of a dome (gopura) and
is decorated with flowers. Girls sing and dance, moving around the image, praying for an
early and happy marriage. A typical song of the occasion, known as Candamama pafa, is
highly imaginative :
There is a beautiful mansion                           Candamama
It has silver rafters                                                   "
It has brass door-frames                                          "
It has copper thresholds                                           "
It has drawings of pearls                                          >,
It has courtyards studded with diamonds                   "
It has coral canopies                                               "
It has a drinking water well                                      "
It has a jasmine creeper by the side                          "
It has grown to mountainous height                          "
As there is none to pluck it                                      "
O moon, get it plucked                                            "
O Gauri, gift it (to someone)                                   "
The jasmine creeper described here is a symbol of an unmarried girl. As she is still unmarried,
the girls pray the Goddess to get her a suitable husband.
6* Women's Songs
All the intense moments in a woman's life have found expression in the songs sung
by women. Their pleasures and pains, honour and disgrace and hopes and despair are
expressed in emotion-ridden melodies. Most of the women's songs sound bitter as they
reflect the sufferings of the women folk. The desolate wife's agony in separation, indifferent
treatment meted out to a barren woman, the superiority shown to the mother of a male child,
quarrels between a nagging mother-in-law and a not too-docile daughter-in-law are some of
the themes of the songs.